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This time last year I was writing about the need to
keep people informed, coupled with publicity, with a
view to retaining existing members and getting new
ones. This still forms an important part of our policy.
We have not done too badly in recent months, what
with the publicity surrounding the Tony Drake event
and Cirencester's forays into the world of prime
time television, but we need to maintain the
momentum and take every opportunity to push the
name of Ramblers into the public eye, obviously for
favourable reasons.

But now I would like to touch on two challenges
which face us in the coming year. The PROW
operation has featured frequently over the last year
as news has filtered out about its outsourcing. This
has arisen following the amalgamation of PROW
with Highways, which is itself already outsourced
with a company whose contract is up for renewal.
The County Council has therefore decided that
PROW should be included in the outsourcing with
the new contract. Full details should be available
towards the end of October with the new
arrangements being in place next April. In this way
they hope to reduce costs to the ratepayer.

We have been told that a letter is to be sent to all
interested volunteering organisations explaining the
changes and the effect they will have on them.
Meanwhile both Ramblers and other volunteers
have raised a number of concerns. You will
probably have seen the note which I sent to Groups
on the matter and I hope you will have found time to
write to your County Councillor. Meanwhile we will
continually monitor the situation and try to ensure a
satisfactory outcome. As a matter of interest, at the
weekend, I was at a meeting of Area Chairs and,

talking to a couple of them whose councils had
already gone through this process, was relieved to
hear that the change had improved the PROW
service.

Another area of increasing concern which we must
be aware of in coming months and years is the
relaxing of planning laws. The object of the exercise
by the Government was to make it easier for
developers to get planning permission on land for
the building of houses. As the country gradually
emerges from recession the demand for housing is
increasing and developers are being quick to jump
on the bandwagon. As Ramblers one of our
objectives is to protect the countryside and while
housing is also a vital requirement some of the
developments put forward in our own county have
gone very much against the grain. Many of them
have been rejected but there is a growing concern
that they will eventually be approved. Where we
feel that the visual amenity of the countryside is at
risk we have every reason to object and the more
objections received the more chance there is that
the application will be thrown out. We have written
to Councils as an organisation but there is no
reason why you should also not write as individuals.
The more the merrier.

This is my last contribution to the Area News as
Area Chairman as my term of office runs out at the
AGM and I would like to thank everybody for their
support over the last three years. At the same time
please don't forget that there are other posts also
coming vacant, including Membership Secretary.
Anybody feel like Volunteering?

Richard Davis

Chairman’s Report



GLOUCESTERSHIRE AREA MID-WEEK WALKS
Map numbers: E = Explorer; OL = Outdoor Leisure; LR = Landranger. Sorry, assistance dogs only.

2013
Wed 6 Nov 09:30  10m Cirencester to Frampton Mansell   Andy & Wendy 01453 885498
Frampton Mansell. Park on roadside verge just south of village (E168/LR163) SO 920023 in time to catch the bus to
Cirencester. Please note earlier start time.  A linear walk from Cirencester to Frampton Mansell via Coates and
Sapperton. Picnic.

Wed 13 Nov 10:00  10m Painswick Arnold 01242 603576 or 07789 317291 (walk morning)
Walker's CP off B4075 opposite Rococo Garden (E179/LR162) SO 867105.  Hilly walk by Painswick village, Painswick
stream, Slad, Down Farm, Bulls Cross, Damsells Mill, Tocknell Court, Royal William, Painswick Beacon. Picnic.

Tues 19 Nov 10:00  8.5m Oxenton Hill Diana 01242 578777 or 07528 697023 (walk morning)
Park in Gotherington on Malleson Road (signed from A435).  Meet opposite Shutters Pub (E179/LR163) SO 959297.
Walk Woolstone, Teddington, Alston, Dixton, Gotherington. Picnic.

Wed 27 Nov 10:00  12m Northleach Roy 01242 245488 or 07766 413176 (walk morning)
Park at the Old Prison in Northleach (far end away from the entrance) (LR163/OL45) SP 109149.  Walk Northleach,
Farmington, Goms Hole, Cold Aston, Turkdean, Hampnett. Picnic.

Wed 4 Dec 10:00  10m Burford Hazel 01242 254105 or 07884 094365 (walk morning)
Free riverside CP in Burford, at the end of Church Lane (OL45/LR163) SP 254123.  Walk Burford, Widford, Asthall,
Worsham, Swinbrook, Paynes Farm, Fulbrook and back to Burford. Picnic.

Wed 11 Dec 10:00  10m May Hill & Longhope Janet & Geoff  01531 650349 or
               07933 737891 (walk morning)
Park by Huntley Church on road leading to Garden Centre (OL14/LR162) SO 713195.  Walk May Hill and Longhope.
Picnic.

Wed 18 Dec* 10:00  12m Wotton-under-Edge  Guy 01242 251412 or 07968 797186 (walk morning)
Park at Wotton Farm shop about 500m out of the town centre on the Dursley Road (E167/LR162) ST 749938.  A hilly
but very scenic walk initially on the Cotswold Way to Tyndale's Monument, North Nibley, Drakestone Point,
Stinchcombe golf course, down to Waterley Bottom for lunch/drink or picnic.  Return via Breakheart Hill, Monkcombe
Wood and Combe Hill. Possible tea after.

2014
Wed 1 Jan 10:00  11m NEW YEARS DAY WALK   Roy 01242 245488 or 07766 413176
     Pegglesworth      (walk morning)
Park in layby on the A436 (E179/LR163) SO 989185. Walk Castle Barn Farm, Upper Dowdeswell, Andoversford,
Shipton, Withington, Upcote Farm, Thorndale, Foxcote, Pegglesworth. Picnic.

Wed 8 Jan 10:00  10m Charlton Kings to Marion 01242 235423 or 07552 754074
     Cleeve Common     (walk morning)
Park on roads around Glenfall School, Charlton Kings (E179/LR163) SO 971209.  Walk West Down, Whittington,
Colgate Farm. Picnic.

Wed 15 Jan 10:00  10m Bisley  Susanne 01453 757212 or 07768 403530 (walk morning)
Bisley playing field CP (E168/LR163) SO 907061.  Walk to Edgeworth, Siccaridge Wood and back via Far Oakridge
and Waterlane. Picnic.

Wed 22 Jan 10:00  10m Coaley Peak Catherine   01452 615382
Coaley Peak Picnic Site (E168/LR162) SO 794015.  A walk to Cam Peak passing through Uley, Cockadilly and
Nympsfield. Picnic.

Wed 29 Jan 10:00  12m Winchcombe Roy 01242 245488 or 07766 413176 (walk morning)
Back Lane CP, Winchcombe (p&d) (OL45/LR163) SP 023284.  Walk Langley Hill, Gretton, Stanley Pontlarge,
Cockbury Butts, Postlip Mill, Corndean Farm, Humblebee, Waterhatch, Parks Farm, Sudeley Castle. Picnic.

Wed 5 Feb 10:00  10m Forest of Dean    David & Henrietta 01452 302024 or 07831
           234790 (walk morning)
Wenchford CP. Access to CP from Blakeney end only (OL14/LR162) SO 654081.  Walk Wenchford, Cockshoot Wood,
Mosely Green, New Fancy, Staple-edge Wood, Blakeney Hill Wood North. Mixed woodland walk with several
moderate climbs. Picnic.

Wed 12 Feb 10:00  10m Seven Springs  Shirley   01452 419827
Seven Spring layby opposite Hungry Horse PH (E179/LR163) SO 966170.  Walk Upper Coberley, Lower Cockleford,
Elkstone (Picnic), Stockwell, Coldwell Bottom, Coberley. Picnic.



Wed 19 Feb 10:00  12m Cleeve Hill Derek 01242 678655 or 07710 339297 (walk morning)
Lay-by on B4632 near old toilets (E179/LR163) SO 985270.  Walk Cleeve Hill, Winchcombe, Gretton - Strenuous.
Picnic.

Wed 26 Feb 10:00  10m Winstone Des 01242 245666 or 07939 615749 (walk morning)
Park on grass verge by bus turning circle (E179/LR163) SO 966109.  Miserden Valley to Edgeworth and return on
some little used paths. Picnic.

*Since there is no formal Xmas lunch organised, members could consider joining the walking party on Dec 18th for
lunch at the New Inn at Waterley Bottom for an informal lunch.  Please contact the leader for menu details if requiring
hot main dishes.  In view of the short daylight hours, the walkers will not be having a lengthy lunch.  Alternatively, non-
walkers could also join the party for tea at the Farm Shop after the walk c.4pm.

DID YOU REALISE THAT AS A MEMBER OF RAMBLERS YOU CAN WALK WITH ANY
RAMBLERS’ GROUP AT ANY TIME?

GRWalks is a list all the walks from the seven geographical Gloucestershire groups,
the Gloucestershire Walking Group (for 20s, 30s. & 40s) and the Area Midweek Walks in convenient date order.

See GRWalks at www.gloucestershireramblers.org.uk If any changes are needed they will be listed there too.

NO COMPUTER? Send SAE(s) (9x6”, C5 size) to editor Mike Garner (GR Walks)
Southcot, The Headlands, Stroud, GL5 5PS

The GWG has been making the most of this fine
summer with the welcome return of our Thursday
evening short walks and pub meals. This year we
were even able to go ahead with our evening
barbecue without fear of rain! Meanwhile our
Sunday all-day walks continue to take us to all
corners of the county and beyond.

Social events have included a day cycling round the
Forest of Dean and an open air theatre trip, and
when the Berkshire Weekend Walkers came to
Stow on the Wold for a weekend we joined up with
them for a weekend of walks and a meal together.
At the start of summer, many of our members
enjoyed an extended trip to the Lake District.

Geoffrey Cochran

Gloucestershire  Walking Group
GROUP ACTIVITY REPORTS



Cleeve Group
As we near the end of our summer programme Bishops
Cleeve walking group have maintained a full programme of
weekly Sunday walks and our shorter monthly Wednesday
walks, throughout this glorious season. Attendance of the
longer Sunday walks has been in decline for some months
now to the point where high teens to twenty is a good turn
out! We have had the occasional visitor and a few new
regular walkers but we still seek fresh leaders. Wednesday
walks remain popular with our members who prefer a
shorter walk as well those who enjoy a pub lunch afterwards.

On the social side we have held a quiz night and a BBQ and
are currently selecting a location for our 2014 spring holiday
and looking forward to our October trip to St Ives.

After quite some time holding meetings in members homes
the committee has now resolved to hold them in the parish
offices in Church Road.

Our footpath committee is back in regular action with a new
secretary, Martin Thornley, who  volunteered  to take on the
task. The groups thanks go to John Duck who previously
performed the position admirably.

Finally our group congratulations go to Colin Wood who
completed the Coast to Coast in some very wet early May
weather, a great achievement.

Brian Payne

In general walks have been very well attended and with
some wonderful away days, two in South Wales at Pandy
and Pen Y Fan and a stroll up the Long Mynd in Shopshire.
We also took part in ITV’s Saturday Farm, a show about the
countryside.  On Tuesday 28th May the group did a short
walk from Adlestrop, mostly in the heavy rain and the
programme was broadcast on 13th July.
On Sunday 1st September the Thames River Relay got off
to a great start with our very own Stuart Dyer leading the
way.  This was part of the Thames Festival following the
river from source to London.  At Ewen water appeared in
the river bed and Stuart was able to fill the bottle with
remarkably clear water At Cricklade the Mayor of who was
given the precious bottle of water, which would be handed
over the following day for swimmers to take it on the next
leg of its journey to the tidal Thames
On Sunday 22nd September we had a day trip to The Royal
Botanic Gardens at Kew.  As well as admiring the countless
trees and exotic plants, much fun was also had exploring
Kew Palace and Queen Charlotte's Cottage, visiting the art
galleries and cafés, riding the Kew Explorer Train and
climbing up to the Treetop Walkway.

Next year we celebrate the group’s 40th Anniversary and
many events are planned.  More about this in next report!

 Pat Beckley

Cirencester Group

South Cotswold Group
While our numbers are still slightly on the downward slope
we continue to expand our activities and figures show that in
the last year we put on 159 walks, with 68 members
involved as leaders and covering a total distance of 1027.5
miles.

Our spring holiday at Haytor was very successful and
enjoyed by everybody who attended. We have just come
back from Shropshire where members successfully
conquered both the Wrekin and the Long Mynd and also
had time to explore some of the delights of Shrewsbury.

On the social side our members continue to support the
concerts given by the Stroud Symphony Orchestra and after
another successful Christmas lunch, eventually held in
March, at Minchinhampton Golf Club similar plans are in
place for the coming January.

The footpath committee continue with their sterling work and
have been strengthened by two new volunteers. Their
importance could be greatly increased in the coming year
with the proposed outsourcing of PROW, a situation which
is still unravelling.

Richard Davis

Kathy Bullen is retiring as Publicity Officer at the next AGM.
Kathy has been doing the job for a number of years and
before that was very much involved in all aspects of
Ramblers activities. Thankyou Kathy for all the work which
you have put in.


